THE PERSONAL CLEAVAGE
tion. We have seen her also, angered by his offences, unseat
him by an almost universal shrug of the shoulders and set the
island crown upon the brow of a foreign prince. And now
we shall see a very strong reaction which arose against that
Prince or Parliamentary King and cast gleams of public
favour upon the true King over the water. The possibility of
the return of James could never be absent from the minds
of those who had been witnesses of the miracle of the
restoration of Charles. Moreover, many of the reasons which
had led to the expulsion of James had disappeared. A new
Constitution had established the power of Parliament and
limited effectually the prerogative and authority of the Crown.
No one could doubt that if James returned it would be as the
result of a bargain which consolidated the principles of a
limited monarchy and upheld beyond the chance of challenge
the Protestant character of the English people. Those who
write with crude censure of the shame of deserting James for
William or William for James seem to forget that James
and William were not ends in themselves. They were the
instruments by which the power and happiness of England
might be gained or marred. The loyalties due to their
kingly office or hereditary titles were not the only loyalties to
which English statesmen had a right and duty to respond*
There was, for instance, the interest of the country, to which
an increasingly conscious loyalty was due. In those days, as
in these, men were by character true or false; but unswerving
fidelity to a particular king was no test of their virtue or
baseness.
The events of the Revolution had created conditions in
England to which no parallel exists in later times. Many of
the magnates who had dethroned and expelled James still
revered him in their hearts, in spite of all the Acts of
Parliament they had passed, as their real, natural sovereign.
Every one regarded the imperious and disagreeable Dutch-
man who had had to be brought in and set up for the sake
of Protestantism and civil liberty as a necessary evil. They
saw his dislike and contempt for Englishmen. They under-
stood that he regarded England mainly as a powerful tool for
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